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Spectra-Glaze® Glazed Block
Part 1 General

gener al
This sec tion cover s infor mation sp ecific to pre - f aced concrete block and it s ins t allation .

rel ated work
Usual requirem ent s for block wor k , mor t ar s , reinforcing and other det ails applic able to the 
concrete b lock p or tion of this produc t shall b e in accordance with the S ec tions cover ing these 
items (or) shall b e in accordance w ith b es t pr ac tices for block wor k , all proposed produc t s and 
e xecution subjec t to pr ior approv al .

gener al conditions and other requirements: 
(define)

submissions
Suppl y complete produc t liter ature, color kit , tes t repor t copies , represent ati ve shap es .

sample panels
Cons tr uc t a panel at lea s t 4’ x 4’ for each color. Include all block t y p es and sizes to b e used in that 
color. D o not remove panels until b uilding ha s b een accepted .

delivery
P alletized with indi v idual f aces protec ted . Keep dr y.

stor age and handling
Keep dr y. Store on level g round . D o not double s t ack pallet s . Avoid e xcess movem ent b efore 
ins t allation .

job conditions
Follow ordinar y good pr ac tices for concrete block wor k ; suit able temp er ature and lig hting .
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Part 2 Products

pre- faced concrete block
Sp ec tr a - G la ze ® II U nit s

manufacturer
Sp ec tr a G la ze by Wes tbrook Concrete B lock Company : Wes tbrook Connec ticut .

facing components
Facing ing redient s mus t b e Sp ec tr a - G la ze ® Compound made w ith Sp ec tr a - G la ze ® pol y m er s , 
supplied to approved manuf ac turer s by Sp ec tr a M ater ials Cor por ation , a Sp ec tr a S ciences , LLC 
company, and other ing redient s a s required to m eet or e xceed Sp ec tr a - G la ze ® B lock produc t 
s t andards including A S TM C 74 4 .

pre- faced surfaces
Inter ior use – smooth , colored s atin finish confor ming to the mos t up - to - date of ficial Sp ec tr a - 
G la ze ® produc t s t andards published by Sp ec tr a Indus tr ial Licensing Cor por ation and A S TM C 74 4 . 
E x ter ior use – smooth , s atin finish , confor ming to A S TM C 74 4 , A S TM C 67, par a g r aph 8 ( freeze -
thaw) and Ther mal Sho ck Tes t B 10 0J L , 2 4 P.

colors
S elec t from M anuf ac turer ’s es t ablished or cus tom color s . All St andard , Var i - tone ®, or Sp ecial 
Color s™ S er ies mus t confor m to A S TM C 74 4 .

surface burning char acteristics of facing
A S TM E 8 4 ; f lam e spread less than 25 ; f uel contr ib ution 0 ; smoke densit y less than 50. Produc t s of 
comb us tion considered non - tox ic a s deter mined by B RC 46 9 0 (tox icit y tes ting ).

t ypes
Plain , scored , eng r aved , emb ossed and /or sculptured f aces ; e x tent of each a s show n .

gl a zed face sizes & joints
M odular 8 " x 16", 4 " x 16", 8 " x 8 ", including 1 /4 " e x posed f ace joint s ; sizes a s show n; long dim ensions , 
hor izont al or ver tic al a s show n . U nless other w ise sp ecified . 

concrete block for gl a zing
A S TM C 9 0 for hollow and solid load - b ear ing unit s ; Ty p e 1 (mois ture controlled ). For inter ior or 
e x ter ior use.  U pon reques t unit s c an b e manuf ac tured using Integ r al Water Rep ellent (IWR) D r y 
B lock II .

ex terior use
For enhanced dur abilit y, use Sp ec tr a - G la ze ® unit s and w ater b a sed epox y g rout or mor t ar 
enhanced with w ater b a sed proofing s y s tems .

hourly fire r atings for concrete block
(define)

concrete block sizes before gl a zing
M odular; 2 ”, 4”, 6”, 8 ”, 10”, 12 ” thickness a s needed .

through -the-wall units
Use pre - f aced block thickness equal to nominal w all thickness w here possible. 

shapes
Prov ide shap es to suit the condition show n . O ut side Cor ner s are cons tr uc ted at 91 - 93 deg rees 
b a sed upon J amb B lock Cor ner Ang le. 
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jointing tools
Use g la ss 5 / 8 ” for conc ave joint s; clean , non - s t aining m et al tools elsew here. Replace wor n tools 
promptl y.

mortars
(define)

rel ated products
Prov ide set ting mor t ar, hor izont al w ire reinforcing , ties and anchor s and other accessor ies needed 
to prop er l y complete the wor k .

wiping r ags
S elec t clean cot ton w a s te or equi v alent .

cleaning compound
Use ma sonr y deter gent cleaner s such a Vana - trol ® by Prosoco in s tr ic t accordance with each 
manuf ac turer ’s direc tions . D o not use any produc t cont aining unb uf fered hydrochlor ic acid o r 
other unb uf fered acids .

Part 3 Execution
Insp ec t related conditions ; do not s t ar t at any loc ation until all ad ver se conditions at the loc ation 
have b een cor rec ted .

The ins t aller is the final and mos t essential qualit y control insp ec tor of these produc t s . All 
unit s should b e insp ec ted pr ior to ins t allation for toler ance, color and qualit y. Ins t allation of 
any Wes tb rook B lock manuf ac tured unit into the w all a ssum es insp ec tion and approv al of the 
produc t s . Use cons titutes accept ance.

lighting 
D o no wor k without prop er lig hting .

floor surface
Tes t for s tr aig htness , levelness . N otif y job sup er intendent w here g r inding or troweled filler 
cor rec tions are needed .

aligning ba se course
D o not set b a se cour se to follow an inaccur ate f loor line. L ayout at Cor ner mus t account for the 
f ac t that the J amb B lock Cor ner Ang le v ar ies from 91 - 93 deg rees .

cove ba se at thin floor coverings
Ins t all weep holes and vent s at prop er inter v als (32 " O.C . and 2 " long , ab ove b ed joint s , t y pic al )  
at cour ses ab ove g r ade, ab ove f la shing , and at any w ater s tops over window s , door s , and b eams .

workmanship
Alig n g la zed f aces plumb, level and tr ue to line; unifor m joint widths c aref ull y tooled; joint s 
ar r anged neat and s y mm etr ic al , cut unit s sized and loc ated for b es t app ear ance; free of 
imp er fec tions detr ac ting from over all app ear ance w hen v iewed a t 9 0 deg rees from 20 feet and 
under dif f used lig hting .

cut ting 
For all cut s , including cha ses , holes and notches for pip es , s witch b oxes , etc . , use s aw and other 
power tools .



s p e c t r a   g l a z e ®   g l a z e d   b l o c k 
specification  page 4 of 6

A Tradition of Innovation

Westbrook Concrete Block Co., Inc. 439  Spencer Plains Road  Westbrook, CT 06498  t .860.399.6201  info@westbrookblock.com

jointing
E xcept w here tuck- pointing is noted , s tr ike and tool set ting mor t ar. Conc ave M or t ar J oint s are 
to b e sp ecified .  D ue to the over sized dim ensions of a finished Sp ec tr a G la ze U nit  M or t ar J oint 
finished width w ill v ar y b et ween 1 /4 " and 3 / 8 ". 

When lay ing Sp ec tr a - G la ze ® unit s , adjus t r aw block b ed joint s , head joint s and cour sing to a ssure 
alig nm ent o f g la zed f acing s and unifor ml y w ide mor t ar joint s (approx . 1 /4 " e x posed ).

tuckpointing
Rake out joint s at lea s t 1 /4”. Tuckp oint w ith the required mor t ar t y p e. D o not use sm eared g rout 
m ethod to fill  joint s .

scored - face block
L ay block in s t ack b ond w hen alig ned ver tic al joint app ear ance is required . Rake set ting mor t ar 1 /4” 
and allow to dr y. Tuck p oint r aked joint s and scored joint s at s am e tim e.

horizontal reinforcing 
Use in accordance w ith b es t pr ac tices for concrete block wor k and applic able b uilding codes .

vertical control joints
Use in accordance w ith b es t pr ac tice for concrete block wor k .

ex terior weep vent install ation
Use weep vent s at lea s t 4” long in ver tic al joint for ever y second block in b a se cour se imm ediatel y 
ab ove g r ade and imm ediatel y ab ove f la shing , b ond b eams , solid fill  or other w ater- s top loc ations .

ex terior wall coping
Use continuous m et al w ith 6” minimum over hand , or ma x imum leng th s tone or pre - c a s t (define 
f la shing and over hand ). E x posed joint s mus t b e r aked b ack at lea s t 1 /4” and c aulked with (define) 
f le x ib le, w ater proof sealant in accordance w ith manuf ac turer ’s direc tion .

keep gl a ze clean
Wip e of f all mor t ar sm ear s and spat ter s at once, using clean , sof t , damp r a g s . D o not allow 
hardening .

final cleandown
Use indus tr ial s treng th deter gent s in s tr ic t accordance with cleaner manuf ac turer ’s ins tr uc tions , 
including thorou g h r insing . Damp - dr y w ith clean , sof t r a g s . D o not use s teel wool , other abr a si ves 
or any produc t cont aining unb uf fered hydrochlor ic acid or other acids .
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Maintenance
Sp ec tr a - G la ze ® unit s , prop er l y erec ted and cleaned af ter cons tr uc tion , should require ver y lit tle 
maintenance other than nor mal cleaning procedures . Comm ercial cleaning a gent s such a s pine oils 
or indus tr ial deter gent s are recomm ended in mos t ins t ances b ut som e paint s and sp ecial mar king 
ink s not soluble in usual cleaning mater ials may require sp ecial cleaning procedures . Cont ac t your 
loc al represent ati ve.

Recommendations
Keep over head lig hting at lea s t 3 ’ from the plane of a ma sonr y w all to avoid unsig htl y shadow s .

Use f lush mounted , f ull w y the modular door fr am es to insure a neat app ear ance of ma sonr y w alls 
and reduce cos t by deleting cut s and sp ecial shap es .

With scored unit s , broken b ond pat ter ns reduce the cos t of ins t allation .

With scored unit s , alw ay s use s t ack b ond cons tr uc tion w hen s t ack b ond app ear ance is selec ted .

Use double f aced (S T ) unit s throu g h - the - w all onl y w hen tig ht b ed depth toler ance or second f ace 
alig nm ent is not mandator y.

C av it y w all cons tr uc tion (2 ” minimum c av it y) should b e used for all e x ter ior w alls , with weep vent s 
(r ather than weep holes or w ick s) ever y 3 2 ” top, b ot tom and ab ove all w ater s tops for prop er 
venting and control of w ater p enetr ation .

For throu g h - the - w all cons tr uc tion , g la zed one side, use sled r unner tool to s tr ike joint s on 
e x posed b lock side of w all .

Str ike conc ave joint s in Sp ec tr a - G la ze ® block w alls with at lea s t 5 / 8 ” jointing tool .

For e x ter ior Sp ec tr a - G la ze ® w alls , alw ay s r ake e x posed mor t ar joint s b ack 1 /4” and tuckpoint with 
epox y mor t ar or other w ater proof s y s tems .

For concrete ma sonr y cons tr uc tion , use w all reinforcing and control joint s in accordance with 
es t ablished procedures to accommodate w all movem ent and prevent w all cr acking . S ee N CM A TEK 
b ulletins 3 , 4 4 , 5 3 .

Alw ay s consider a complim ent ar y mor t ar color for use with decor ati ve ma sonr y unit s . Use f ac tor y -
cut unit for mitered cor ner s , for b et ter alig nm ent and reduced cos t .

When lay ing Sp ec tr a - G la ze ® unit s , adjus t r aw block b ed joint s , head joint s and cour sing to a ssure 
alig nm ent of g la zed f acing s and unifor ml y w ide mor t ar joint s (approx . 1 /4” e x posed ).

Sp ec tr a G la ze ® CM U are manuf ac tured in accordance with A S TM C9 0 and C74 4 s t andards , and 
made from a mi x desig n conduci ve to the ther moset process .  Thus , the non - f aced side of the 
g la zed unit will have a v ar iab le te x ture.  This te x ture dif fer s from conventional g rey and profile CM U.  
A s in any CM U applic ation it is recomm ended that the e x posed CM U b e painted with 2 coat s applied 
b lock fill  pr ior to desired finish paint s y s tem . It is recomm ended a painted s ample b e approved by 
the desig n team dur ing submit t al pha se.

double faced blocks 
D oub le f aced concrete ma sonr y unit is a sing le concrete block with a g la zed f ace on b oth sides . 
The use of double f aced unit s af fords sig nific ant cos t s av ing s - - w alls finished on b oth sides are 
completed in a sing le op er ation .
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plea se note the following limitations: 
M a sons lay b lock or br ick s to one side using a line. This m eans they are f acing one side of the w all 
w hen the ma sonr y produc t is placed and c annot see w hat the other side look s like. Per iodic all y, 
the ma son c an check the opposite side and make slig ht adjus tm ent s - - b ut not major changes . If 
unit s are not alig ned prop er l y on the f ace side of the w all ,  the er ror multiplies subs t antiall y on 
the opposite side. This is amplified a s the w all leng th increa ses . What is r ather inconsequential 
on smaller w all leng ths c an b ecom e sig nific ant on longer leng ths . M anuf ac turer accept s no 
responsibilit y for f ace alig nm ent .

With the commonl y used m ethods of lay ing ma sonr y to one side of a w all ,  it c an almos t b e a ssured 
one side will b e b et ter alig ned than the other.

S cor ing is not recomm ended for double f ace unit s a s it will compound any alig nm ent 
imp er fec tions .

Use double - f aced unit s onl y w hen economy is more impor t ant than app ear ance.


